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MAJOR ABRAMS INTERVIEWED

INSIDE HISTORY OF EFFORTS T0
SETTLE FORBES-STETSON SUITS

Facts Stated in Clear, Concise Manner—Dr.
Forbes' Efforts for Fourth Vindication
and Willingness to Place Himself in
Hands of Any Fair Committee

For several weeks reports have been put in cir-
culation that Mr. Stetson desired to terminate the
litigation between him and Dr. Forbes and Mrs.
Mathes, but that he had been prevented from do-
ing 0 by his being required to admit that he was
guilty of libel and slander, and that the ounly ques-
tion that Dr. Forbes and his attorney  would sub.
mit to any one was the question how much money
Stetson would pay to Forbes and his attorney. It
has also been stated and printed that Stetson
was willing to arbitrate, but that Forbes and his
attorney would not agree to anything unless Stet-
son admitted that he bad libeled and slandered
Dr. Forbes. Another statement was to the eflect
that Mr. Stetson’s attorneys had advised him that
e could not arbitrate because he would be with-
out power to compel the attendance of witnesses,
etle.

It has also been said and published that the
whole proceedings now are to compel Mr. Stetson
to pay Dr. Forbes and his sttorney a large sum of
money.

In view of these statements, the editor of this
paper, on a visit to Jacksouville « few days ago,
called on Major St. Clair-Abrams, the attorney of
Ur. Forbes, and submitted to him the statewents
that had been made and called his attention to the
publications.

Major 3t. Clair-Abrams stated in reply that he
aad read these newspaper comments and had also
ward of the statements, and denounced them as
absolutely false. At the request of the editor of
(his paper Major St. Clair-Abrams made a state-
ment ineffect as follows :

“Soon after the institution of these suits, Dr.
Forbes wrote me from Deland to the effect that
+ Mr. Rufus Magee—I think of Indiana—had been
(0 see hit and had expressed to him the opinion
that he could settle the matter amicably as a friend
f both parties. Un  Dr. Forbes telling him  he
could do nothing without the advice of his attor-
aey, Mr. Magee stated he would be very glad to
meet the attorney and discuss the matter with
aim. | at once wrote Dr. Forbes that | had no ob-
jection to meeting Mr. Magee, but that, as no at.
toruey had appeared in the case for Mr. Stetson, |
would not be willing to have a consultation with
anvone unless such person brought with him a
aritten authority from Mr. Stetson and Mrs. Stet.
son. A few days later Dr. Forbes and a strange
gentleman called on me and this gentleman was
introduced to me as Mr. Magee. He thereupon
handed me the following letter :

Delase, Fua., March 24
Fo Major St. Clair- Abrams,

Counsellor-at-Law,
Jacksouville, Florida,

Drar Sin:—

I hereby authorize the bearer of this,
Rufus Magee, to negotiate and conclude with you,
and any other attorney or attorneys associated
with you in the litigation now pending between J.
F. Forbes and Mrs. Mathes as complainants and
John B. Stetson and Mrs, Stetson as defendants,
pending in the District Court of the United States
for the District of Florida. And whatever my
said attorney, Rufus Magee, may do in and about
settling and o ising the same | hereby re-
quest full faith and credit be given as though done
by me in my own r nce, and I hereby rat-
i the acts of said which he

such settlement
and compromise.
In testimony | hereunto set my hand and proper

signature this 24th da ollu%lﬂ.
(Uip“)’ Joux STETSUN.
" 8. ELizaseTu SteTsos.
“] was not familiar with Mr. or Mre. Stetson’s
w.hthnoimh‘m‘ that the signa-
tares were theirs. Accepting this letter as author-

$1.00 per Year

ida assailing Dr. Forbes and using language tend.
ing to impute guilt to him.

“It will be perceived that Mr. Stetson's letter
did not suggest any arbitration but only a compro-
mise. It will alse e perceived that there was
nothing said in these five propositions about any
money damage. | purposely avoided this. Mr.
Magee then asked e what about a money settle.
ment. 1 told him that if the other propositions
were agreed to I did not think that there would
be any trouble on the matter of compensation, He
then asked me what 1 thought would be a fair
money compensation. | told him 1 left that en-
tirely to Dr. Forbes, but that, personally, if | was
libeled and slandered 1o the extent Dr. Forbes had
been, | did not think that $60,000 would compen-
sate me for the injury inllicted, but that 1 did not
desire to diseunss the money question until the
other matters were «ottled.  Mr. Magee then said
that he thought the «weond, third, fourth and fifth
propositions could be arranged, but that he could
do nothing if we nasted on the tirst, which was
that the settlement hould not be based on any con-
sideration of Dr. Forbes resigning as president of
the University. He then stated to me that if
would give him the assurance and he could assure
Mr. Stetson that . Forbes would resign and
make that a part of the consideration of settlement,
he was satisticd the other matters could be ad-
justed. 1 told hiw | could not advise Dr. Forbes
to do that.

The unguul paper as dictated by me to my |
stenographer is now 10 my bands with the pen and
ink mark around number one, made by Mr. Me-
Gee himself. | also stated to Mr. Metiee coutiden-
tially that Dr. Forbes had insisted on resigning,
but that I had ohjected to it that, judging from
what he told me, | would not be surprised if he
did resign, but that 1 could not adviee him to
lﬂlk@ that a eondition of ans settlement. mone- |
tary or otherwise. He then told me that in view of
wy insisting on the fir<t proposition he could do
nothing, and we purted, e repeating. however,
that if I would wooopt his suggestion that nobody
need know that there was any understanding be.
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tween Dr. Forbe« 2l Mr. Stet<on that he would |
mign and that the other conditions could |l¢‘
readily adjusted and he had no doubt that Mr.

the suits
The editor of this paper then asked u.jnr St.
Clair-Abrams as to the <tatcment that they had

stetson would pay a round sum of money to stop |

refused to consent to any arbitration except based
upon Mr. Stetson’s admitting that he was in the
wrong and that the only thing to arbitrate was the |
amount to be paid by Stetson, '

Major St. Clair-Abrams replied that this state.
ment was absolutely and proceeded as!
follows : |

“While in Suratogu last cummer, Dr. Forbes,
who had been kept ady iced of my address, wrote
me that a prominent minister of the Baptist
church had written to him urging an arbitration
of the matter and suggesting that he consent to
an arbitration. ‘

| at onee telegraphed Dr. Forlwes to come to Sara-
toga and see me.  Um his arrival he submitted the
whole matter i full to me and the result was this
proposition of acrecuwnt to arbitrate, which was
signed by Dr. Forbes:

Un condition that Mr. Jobhn B Stetson shall
sign an agreenent like this | do hereby agree to
refer to three arbatrators t] to choose one, Mr.
John B. Stetson to chioose one amd these two to
choose the third) the [ollowing questions: viz.: |

1. Has Mr. Johin B. Stetson or his wife, Fliza- |
beth Stetson, bwth or vither of them, slandered or
libeled Dr Johnu 1. Forbes, president of John B. |
Stetson University |

untrue

2. Has Mr. John B. Stetsom, or his wife, Eliza
beth Stetson, both or either of them, published or
caused to bhe published, printed, typewritten or
written afidavits or statements which libeled Dr.
John F. Forbes,

8. Whether or not in the opinion of the arbi-
trators Dr. John F. Forbes should retive from the
i v of Stetson University, and if so, what
should be the conditions of his retirement.

4. If the the arbitrators, or the majority of |
them, decide that Dr. Forbes has heen libeled or
slandered by Mr. John B. Stetson, or his wife,
Elizabeth Stetson, hoth or either of them, what
sum of money should be paid to him by way of

for the injury sustained by him, the arbi-

trators 1o take ints consideration the expenses he
has incurred and the obligation he is incurring in
the employment of attorneys, the expenses of the
cases now pending and the expenses of the arbi-
tration ; and if the arbitrators deem it to be to the
interest of the University that he should retire
tu-th.ruid-uy. to take into consideration also
that position with its salary and i
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Dressed & Rough LLumber
Ceiling, Flooring, Siding, Turaing, Scroll Sawing.

et - o llE




